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Fresh produce from our garden, fruits , vegetables and free range eggs (organic)  

At the beginning of a New Year we look forward to an 

exciting year of hope and new beginnings for many. 2017 

will surely be a year of enlarging our vision to reach more 

in need in our community and increase the number of 

children within the orphanage to capacity. I am so thankful 

for the wonderful staff and trustees that all play a vital role 

in SAF vision and most of all to those that make it possible 

by sharing their hard earned resources. 2016 saw so many 

visitors giving a helping hand to make SAF operation run a 

lot more efficiently. Please encourage others to pay a visit 

as the children love to have company. Let's unite to make 

2017 a great year for those less fortunate .  

A word from Martin - Chairperson / Founder 

Your generosity will enable us to continue our work. Please contact us about how to make donations  

In Australia:           In New Zealand:  

rizsa.albarracin@gmail.com       martin.shepherdsarms@gmail.com 

+61 424 722 449             +64 4 293 7929    

The goat herd is growing 



Hi! I am Demetrio L. Julosan Jr. 21 years of age.  I am 

one of the beneficiaries here in Shepherd’s Arms 

Children’s Home.  I am the first beneficiary here who 

graduated in College.  I’ve been staying here fore almost 

12 years.  I know it’s a very long time, but all I can say is 

that this place is a “No worry” place.  I can proudly say 

that there’s no need for us to worry in here because all 

our needs will always be provided. 

I am very thankful to God that He brought me in this 

place. For choosing Uncle Martin and Auntie Amy Lamb.  

Because I know that without them I will never become 

who am I today.  I am also thankful to all sponsors who supports me in my study 

financially.  And mostly to all Shepherd’s Arms staff, to all persons involved in this 

organization and even to all kids here. I am very thankful to God for allowing me to pass 

the “licensure Examination for Teachers”.  Now I am already a license teacher but of 

course I will never forget this place because I know that without this foundation I don’t 

know what am I today and who am I today. 

Thank you so much!  God Bless Us all ! ! ! ! 

Prayer Points for Shepherds Arms 

 Thanks to the Lord for the way He has been blessing  
         Shepherd’s Arms 

 Prayer for the protection of our children and staff 

      Prayer for wisdom for the Trustees in the stewardship of Shepherds Arms 

      Divine guidance for new children being accepted into Shepherd’s Arms 

January 11 
Joint birthday celebration 

for Grace and Carl 

January 3 
Julina turned 18 

December 16 
Manager, Gilda, celebrated her birthday 

with her first ever cake with candles! 



A Dental team and Eye specialist from neighbouring Cebu arrived early in the morning and set up 

their tools of trade to carry out much needed help. Teeth extractions and dental work took place 

on site for both children at the orphanage and those from the community that attended. More 

than thirty children and adults received new prescription glasses and families were given food 

parcels to take home. A successful and fun day was had by all. Many thanks must go to our  

generous and ongoing sponsors, Dale and Rizsa, for their support of this programme. 

 

On December 22nd, 2016 we invited the children and parents of the community programme to 

join in with Christmas celebrations at the Children’s Home.  

SAF staff were very grateful for the gifts they  
received for Christmas 

The children love meeting new visitors 

Throughout the week leading up to Christmas, various community groups and individuals visited 

the Children’s Home and donated gifts to the children. There were many small parties with food 

and games. The children also had a great time entertaining the guests with their beautiful singing 

voices. Our new friends, Jim and Jen, took the children shopping in Tagbilaran, which was one of 

many highlights of the season. With some surprise funding from a generous sponsor, the children 

also took small gifts to school to share with other underprivileged families throughout the area. 

They really appreciated being able to spread the giving spirit during the Festive Season. 



Over the Christmas holidays, Rizsa and Dale took ten SAF children who did not have any relatives to 

spend Christmas with, to Argao, Cebu (Rizsa’s home town) for a much needed vacation. Our centre 

manager, Gilda and her husband Dexter, also came along. The kids visited a jungle, a nature park 

and the beach. This was the first time that the children had been on a vacation. Everybody had a  

wonderful time. Dexter also had the opportunity to share the word of God to Rizsa’s relatives. We are 

very grateful for those who contributed to this trip and prayed for their safety. 



One mother reported her son 

said he loves going to school 

now because his tummy is full. 

Another parent commented on 

the assistance our team was 

giving on helping their children 

with reading and writing.  

The manager of the orphanage, Gilda, reported that additional children who were not part of our 

original commitment were being given a meal at lunch due to poverty, so all in all a great result 

that is helping change the community. 

On January 4th, the children were back to 

school and enjoying their daily cooked lunch 

provided by our team of passionate helpers.  

Shepherds Arms Children's Home has recently started an outreach programme for impoverished 

families. Prior to this programme, many children in the community were not able to attend school 

due to distance and absolute poverty. Shepherd’s Arms Foundation has chosen to help families 

stay together in their own homes so that the children are not sent to orphanages. The first step 

has been that the Shepherds Arms jeepney picks the children up from home in the morning, 

gives them breakfast, lunch, uniforms and school books and takes them to school. The jeepney 

then drops the children home in the afternoon. Shepherds Arms Assistant Manager Lulu works 

with the families to make sure they have basic medical care and other necessities, that they 

would otherwise do without. Shepherds Arms has also provided each family with seeds so they 

can start to grow their own vegetables at home, enabling them to improve their own sustainable 

lifestyle. The Change A Community Programme has secured initial start-up funding for the first 

six months, but requires sponsors to continue. If you would like to offer your support, please  

contact Rizsa or Martin. 


